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FunandraIne

(malania-free) safaris, and the kids
will love you, says William Gray
- though they'll love the insects more
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by wiis astunned
salenoe ax we cntesed

thie clearing. The sweep
ol our vehicle’s speatlight
frad proked our seimctbigg
s exledardinary — a0

unes pocted — ot made

air earlier cocounmers with hons and
elephants pale by comparison.

|den’n belicve i, muemased oy wife,
Sally, clambenng down Trom the $WE Ies
a chocolzare fondue.” Gaosled wails
skewers of marslomalows aod Teaad, the
tree,

fonchue was suspended tnan ;
aind our seven-ysie-old twins, o and Elle,

fell am tlee sticky feast Eusees rhivn o paor
ol balf-starved jackals, Ow anatlesr branch

was i plass jar Criomaned wakly |elly Tors,

welside s sl vl nearby o been Lad
with clulled busttles of wime and a place

ol chicken satay — juss so the grown-ups
didn'e Feed Lefr o It was another example
af Madikwe's kiack for family safaris, Mot
antly 1 thas vast South African game ceserve

s lieraa-free, bt several of e lod
i keepange the Liteds ones happy.
W divided cur four nighss in the reseree
between pwo places: Madikwe Safuri Loy
it Jmei’s, both of which were descrileal s
parziculazly Fomily-oreentaced. Saill, oor

South Africa

Arunk and gisoroes
childron canrealy ma
_mischicd 21 Modikw

st mnpressncns of the former wine
inziniclatiogg: sevlish interiors of curvacemes

dry-stoae walls amd beacdwond cranks,

imeerspersed with sonproons decks il
3 that

rumantre breplaces. The kind af th
Iy i e
in shiort, here was 0 lesson in the Afrncan
lack of prec & staff moke this
place fegl cruby hos

kids were creased specik U,

LETess!

and s the

chilifren wers tean

less-ampressive ahode back in the LK.
Whhile manager Uiz welcomed us with
dranks, car
a Flaner Manager
acriviry biok lers, wildlife "rick liss® and

Fdormacer ZU0H Traee | B



Total Guide
South Africa
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Game hede 1B wrib
Eamily oo 38 In
tha Busalvelkd

Jaci's Sakari Lo
reinforocd the
A ristic concocrion af cameas, stone and
rharch, ir felr more fike a classic camnp than
rhe chic “cortape suites” ar Madikwe. Our
Daleonsy provided aomoinkey 's-eve view
threugh a depse grove of scrubby mmbot
troes, while a sspended wallbway t the
enrrueee added ro the jungly asminsphere.

There was plenty w keep children
s ar [aci’s —a repe swing, 2 poal
amed 3 riverside wa L0 a hide overdook mg

I, oir second hase,

a water hede - but,as at Madikwe Safari
Lodee, mast activivies revolved around
maiing and afrernoom game drives.
Advhowggle the i rinm age Ree seandard
!.'.i.tl i |.1| i'- =5 9V S SENTN O |,'i:.';l1r wit r|'||.'
shorrer * Junabs

miLriager’s discren
[hrrves’ swere avail

The trshissnal eadari sourine is noe
[}

exxctly condocive toa rvpical childs dmly
requisenient o 10-11 Fours’ sleep, By the
g we'd nocched g o eiphth gams
rive, the combinarian of ke nighes and
_";;“ 1 l,l\..';|L|_'-|||- wil ||'~. ||;,=||_| |":|:"§II_|I1 mrtake r|'|!'i:
ol W hat we needed was a wind-down
be e ot dligla bome. Lisckily, we'd been
wrned thas mogla be che case whenowed
-h,:‘('-li.\_\] o |_|'i|'|., ;||||,| |!;'||,| trcrored ina {ul‘.‘
._I._-|:.-u proat-salarn fo s Al s recoser.
Lessrhan loor hawrs drive northense
o Madikwe, we Eouiad the oltimace child
fricmdly Balthale, Tucked seway i che
serub-covered b ;g'l||;||l-.i4 of rhie malarin
Tree Watcrbog, Ao and Tess Baber have
created a private game reserve stecked wirh
white elines, miralfe, zebr and a varicoy of
anteloge, But what mikes the Babers'
sinctnary so specel is the stunning Iash
= o vestled ar s hearr, Where once thers

GETTY, ALAMY V20 AW 2Am0 ITHET

B4 Travanil haw

me reserve’s Family appeal.

o o
Tor Y Illhﬂ:'r \:h ildren.

wars lictle mare than a dilapidared, tin-
oo Faem shack, the eighr-bed thacched
inasterpiece of Anr's Mest now rises above
landscaped lawns and a larae ousdaor
leaied pool. Mo sooner bad wearrived
thar our losts, Peter and Helen, ushered
w1 16 T poed Byoise, where tea and cakes
weere Fud eur, Ellie made a beeline for the
trampolise, while o2 rummaged chroh
acchss crmmaned wirly parden rovs, There
s even o Jack Busscll puppy o play weth,

Tlee cifect was instant relaxarion = man
lesast because we had che whals place 1o
pursedves, Lulled |-_|.- thi heare combores ard
Land-back stmcaplere, we had oo remind
vurschves that, cechaically, we were seill
on safari. Game drives were available,
bt after Madikwe we were lonking far
soariething less boe-caitling, And inang
case, omde Elhe gor wind of the faer thar
Auar's Mo b srables, the matoer was
clecided, We wauld g horse-riding.

Thern: are no lions or clephans ac Ane’s
Paanst, s o doat't veed the skill or bravery
recmuired to gallop ot of o porentizlly
clangeroes situwaticak — eassEring
camsidering we were all novices, Wirhin
rrinures of wowntingg ug, we wers riding
simgle-Ele theaugh the bissh, Perer inorhe
bl fullowesd by Joe and Ellie on 3 pairod
suere-foeted poaties, When we came acmes a
femd of girafie browsing tna clearing, there
wens moane of the witrness o shittishness
sometanees displved by wildlife on g game
dhrive. [nstead, Borses and gicafies merely
mingled — an intiowate wod peacetul
encaunzer that smnehow seomed perfecrly
in tune with the antbaenee of Anc's MNeso

Whe spent our final afteeneon on s
bashwalk = wmether actavary thar wouldn't

|:|;|'\..'\-'_' |_'||_'|.'|,1 [‘l 14K ||'I|I_' m "\.!.:l_lil{'.l'-c'. I':“lL'
antd Joe sworred ap o rheic rracking skalls,
sl of animal prints

deciphering the g
sgamiped in che achre-caloured dust. As

the sun dipped behing the escarpmens of
the Warerberg, we stepped for drinks, A
jrckal welped nearby ard Joe jumped up
tramm Ris chaie T was abook oo reassure B
whien sisddenly be dropped to his hands aod
knees and began scrabbling threugh the
eriass, Got him?” he crivd. There was a chek
aned then the Bamiliar sourdd of a bid being
serewwed an o his bug-vie

winy pot.
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